Chapter Eight
'FASCISTIZED' CURRICULA AND TEXT-BOOKS
THE infiltration of Fascism in the schools was not so great
in the actual teaching as it was through the more or less
compulsory membership of youth organizations. The
influence of Fascism was, however, very strong even in this field
in the elementary schools, especially through the Libro di Stato
(State book). In the secondary schools both curricula and educa-
tional books had to adapt themselves to a certain extent to the
Fascist ideology. In the universities the changes in this direction
were very slight and limited on the whole to a few subjects in
some Faculties. The idea of new types of schools, completely
Fascist, materialized in very few instances.
The Fascist achievements in the creation of thoroughjy
Fascist new schools have already been mentioned in connexion
with physical education. The Academy of the Farnesina and
that of Orvieto, for boys and girls respectively, were the semi-
naries, as it were, of the new cult of physical efficiency and mili-
tary sense of duty in civilian life. Few other Fascist schools were
set up, and none had a real vitality based on the new elements
brought by Fascism into education. The elementary schools
dependent on the O.N.B. were not new, but were the rural
schools reorganized and temporarily put under the control of
this body. As regards secondary schools, some attempts were
made to set up private institutions controlled directly by the
G.I.L., but they were short-lived. It was difficult to give them
a completely new character, so long as the pupils had in the end
to pass the same examinations as those of the other schools. The
so-called scuole sindacali were courses of day or evening lectures
rather than proper schools, and in the few places in which they
existed they took the place of other courses which used to be
organized by the Universitd Popolari and similar bodies. The
same can be said of the Scuole del Dopolavoro. In the higher order
of schools, the new universities that were founded were on the
traditional pattern. There was, however, a move towards the
institution of new Faculties and schools of political science and
statistics. The Fascist Faculty of Political Science in the
University of Perugia, founded in 1928, was meant to be the
model for the other Faculties of Political Science founded in
several universities. These Faculties were to train people pre-
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